
Bob Walthour
Aquatic Center

The History of FOCA
    In 2003 Ed and Beverly Sigourney 
made a $50,000 contribution toward 
the goal of a new pool at Carmel High 
School. Ed, a long time water polo 
coach, was tired of students trying to 
play water polo in a 25 yd, 6 lane, 4ft 
deep pool. FOCA was formed to ac-
cept that gift. Two swim moms, Merrie 
Potter and Meridith Manhard, stepped 
forward to get the ball rolling. They orga-
nized the FOCA effort, started fundrais-
ing and began pitching a new pool to 
CUSD. The next step was the donation 
of a 50m Myrtha pool used for a world 
championship valued at $250,000 by 
the Rianda family. After attending in-
numerable school board meetings it’s 
construction was approved as part 
of the school bond. FOCA raised and 
contributed $260,000 toward the con-
struction and outfitting of the pool. The 
pool was dedicated in April 2007 as the 
Bob Walthour Aquatic Center in honor 
of Bob Walthour, a legendary aquatics 
coach at Carmel High School.

Please go to:
http://www.CarmelPool.org

for donation details.

Friends of Carmel Aquatics

“The Bob Walthour Aquatic 
Center is the finest pool on
the Central Coast – but our 

work is not done. Please help
to make this the best facility
for future generations of the 
entire Monterey Peninsula” 

—Bob Walthour

    Friends of Carmel Aquatics is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization dedicated to generating finan-
cial support for the development and operations of the 
Bob Walthour Aquatics Center at Carmel High School. 
The primary focus of the organization is to seek fund-
ing for projects and special needs that are beyond the 
school district’s ability to support. 
   FOCA is partnering with other users of the aquatic 
center in furthering this goal. These include Legacy 
Water Polo, Monterey Bay Masters Swimming, Seaside 
Aquatics Club, Monterey Peninsula Diving, Ken Doo 
Photography, Granite Construction and The Rotary 
Club of Carmel. FOCA
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